2 Corinthians 5-6:2 (English Standard Version)
For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our
heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked.
4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened — not that
we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for
this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at
home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not
by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away
from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or
away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
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Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But
what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your
conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving
you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who
boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13 For
if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is
for you.
14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this:
that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all,
that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who
for their sake died and was raised.
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard
him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
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Talk: The Christ driven life
Intro: What keeps him going?
The longing for heaven (vv.1-5)

Courageous and committed (vv.6-10)
(See also 1 Corinthians 3:8; Ephesians 6:8; Luke 19:12-27)

Driven by fear1 (vv.11-13)

Driven by love (vv.14-15)
• Damascus road (Acts 9)
•

From zeal to love

The crux of the matter – the effect of the gospel
• One for all, therefore, all for One (vv.14-15)

•

Seeing & serving with new eyes (vv.16-20)

The crux of the matter – the agency of the gospel (v.21)
•
The work of the One

Be reconciled! (v.20; 6:1-2)

6:1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive
the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favourable time I listened to
you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Christ driven living

Behold, now is the favourable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

For further thought and discussion:
1. How might the love of Christ become the controlling influence in your life?
2. What are the other things in your life that have negative influence?
3. In what ways has this passage impacted and excited you?
Please spend some time this week praying and thinking through the logic of v.14-15 & v.21
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Awe-filled respect and honour for Christ as judge

