1 Kings 11:1-13
11 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh:

Hearts are trumps – 1 Kings 11:1-8
How could he?
Shocking disobedience

Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning
Embarrassing excess
which the Lord had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with
them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.”
Wisdom gone made
Solomon clung to these in love. 3 He had 700 wives, princesses, and 300 concubines.
And his wives turned away his heart. 4 For when Solomon was old his wives turned away
Adultery and apostasy
his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was
the heart of David his father. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Did we see this coming?
A frightening resolution
Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did what
was evil in the sight of the Lord and did not wholly follow the Lord, as David his father
had done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and
for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8 And The heart trumps in
The tyranny of lesser loves
so he did for all his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.
9

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the
Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice 10 and had commanded him
concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he did not keep what
the Lord commanded. 11 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this has been your
practice and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded
you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. 12 Yet for the
sake of David your father I will not do it in your days, but I will tear it out of the hand of
your son. 13 However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your
son, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have
chosen.”
English Standard Version Anglicised (ESVUK) The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.

The heart of the Lord
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